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James puese

was puildin’ B couple of four naskedy: ad headed .
with diesel engined in-'em. 1 was,kindaof the aﬂlay ouﬁ,s y@ﬂ

when T rirst went 1O worK. They:had me : mouidin'*frames npdﬁﬂ;r

nood. They‘camé énd T

tolc me it wouldan'® £i%,

the mavtel: 1 prhought the pevel yaker, workin' £
wave given me the Wrong dope- Anyway 1 wenb back in- tnere';q
and puticed chey hed yheir gesr on WILoné: g0 1 slacked-the;:

claunps off and 1 told vem theY nad %O use conton pleces.}
Ky

rwisted per - down and she Fit like a glove: o A'_H_Hfih :

N ) -'x-

nphere Was about 5i¥ men 0 this plankin‘ gang and they: were

all grendin’ around watchin' ™€ and 80 T gold 'em,'f!ou see how -

gasy 10 yjg? 1 can do it glone! There's.all you guys here,and _;}.7

Lok

w1 answereds *You don't? 1f you don't c3ré» you ce8n go ;oi'

the office-and geb youx rime end gev the nell out of herefk.;-3

wiq don't nave O for you! You son of & piteh! ' he-answars.“

n1 nasuled off snd kndcked him 883 over reaketules Then,
wnen 1 got nim UP» 1 kicked nim in yhe ‘ags and ga#e»him.a shéve.
phe rest of tne plannin' gang started for me and I grabbéd B8 |
dog 3nQ T gaid, vpann JOU guys‘ 1f you youch ME» 1'11 knock

your pol Gehll peads off! You god dsnned guy s get o work OT
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kind of posses We want.around this damn shipXGrd
Lhat won top poss!' 1 was made outsmda auperinten&enﬁ,ih
1in' tne whole ghing. 1 wass in charge o]

the fasteners, and all tha 18y out mens

wonen those bugsers geen Me comin', they was digein't Theyiwl“'
wasn'U monkeyit' around . - Feoh
g the?d your firsv superintendency?“ -:,'Qfa'fftﬂn.-

nhpt's TiSHE! .nd from thet day om, I Wes superintendentef
of &ll tne ysrds 1 ever worked in for the next forty yeare..jiaﬁ_%

W)
was Loy poss in rhen days!"

niow 1Ohe were you superintendent at Pugev bound Brxdge and

nppat was in asboub 1916. 1 only worked ghere

four Lonths.” : R AR
- ""’.’ "' Lo "_

wyhy dian 1 you work there€ any longer?“ 1 asked,: curious

"

that he mignt have been jpvolved in snother fight with the . men._
nyell, belore when I was workin' in my ShoP on Vashon,“I d
vromlsed a couple of pusinessmen wno were gturting & ferry'
gervice that 1'G puild 'em 8 passenger yessel about 106 feet
long. TRat Wes ¢he Manitou: when they got resdy to build it, .
they ceme cver Lo where I w85 superintendent snd jpsisted that
1 go snd puzid 1% pecause 1'4d promised it. S50, 1.quit the
puget Sounad pridge and built tiie Menitou- | i
"Phat Weos the last poat 1 puilt on yashon. 1t took ue

aboutb gix Cr geven ronths Lo puild with five or-six other
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Company ¢ Granps be

WOTKers helpin' mne .

npney wWere going $o puild i

-—_——---.—-—-

after the

hisg, a,naval apchivecC
yo desish for @ B

tney hire Gramps to 8u

pd in yorv prakley



scnooners coula no¥ redC

d machine

h 8n agreement.

i1ed O mater

shipbuilding capeer W8S just beginning.

specialized in repalr woTK and in puil
and perges. after OF
yay out end supervise wh

ish River go be ¢?®

the superlntendency,

for the guedish gover

ané begen conscruction.

vl quit wiiot

for the French callec ©

Bay pecause

pay vyacht and Engineerlng

1led Eliot

the conmpany W

e puilding 0
Bay gnipbul

1 wash

is yard,

as awarded

'L S0l

n1 had peen

f 3 shlpyar

n“l ent +

Apparently:‘the lnvé

He nexbt went to work

yleld._;

ry when word rq'wn‘%f

18lize, Granps’ 3

Company » whxcn ‘._

ding small fighing boats

the owner aaked him to

4 on the Duwam
14ing - Gompany.,_When the
a contract Lo bu11d

Gremps took over

wuys,'lofted the vessela, .

jefied,

n Gramps was

spvited ©O visit

who owned Lake Washington Shipyards, st hiss



T

. that @ 10t of tnem guys® in thoee‘daye didn % haﬁe._dnlwéq,ﬁeed;'

nHell, 1'd been ip that 1uuncnin busi
ghips fof 3a Heoth and those xind . of people. ; nad experienca'w.f
by e,

to big shiP puildin'con wooden poats befor® all thig’ hab1ened.-

nypen you went over ro Leke Washingtomh wag the QEEEEX jusb
wuiting vo ne 1 sunched?” 1 waked, trying ©° understend the
.circumstunces eurrounding Gremps 'S arrival at the other ship—
yard. ' |

nNo, When 1 went O work for capteln anderson, ghe Qsprel
was gJust framed UPe vie finished'her and I wes given the L8BK -
of launchin' her hecause they nad never launched a bpoalb ¢hat
size before; after W€ successfully 1sunched the Q __grei,.'
finished che OLie anders launched heri?iet up ‘gwo more ships
pefore returning pack btO where I startedl“ o

nyou mean you returned to Eliot Bay Shipbuilding and'quit
Lake Washington Shlpyarue on 1 asked astonlshedly

nThey of fered e 4 petter ce8al and I ghought 1 should 89
back and finish what 1 had previously gtarted. S0, L returned
and 1sunched tphe five ships that I hat originally jofted when
we first ggarted that yard.“ |

npo you remembeXl che names of eny of -those® snips?”

n1 leunched the ngllggnd, the §emg;tind, and three other
gigter ships: 1n fact, cne 1ast Oneé we built and 1sunched Wes
g five masted gehouner cullea the Qgiangg. The obthers were

notsl ships W€ was buildin‘ for the gedes OF the Norwegians.“



for me 80 qe used ©O plonk one,pf_them 280: footers

. "V‘M

teen duy3: tow ‘1l that pe?" Gramps answered with a thriil;};h
nygere thosE tne only ships YOu puilt. at ®Lliot . Bay -
nafves vhe DiB ships, Y€ then nad flfteen parge type %
vessels $C yuild. We had tem 1ofted and the frames all sewn,

put the War ended and the government cancelled gheir contract.l,f

nyhat haypened after ghat?"

wphe yero closea GOWD end 1 went ©O the Phillpplnes ;O‘iﬁuxg
puiis SOME gups." e

Y
.

Gramps Wes about ready ©° continué with his narrative,

when 1 lnterrrurted pim and asked, nHoy did you geb thab 3ob?1 e_f
Woat 18 the story penind YyOur project in the Philippines?" N

nped Garry, ° naval archxtect, nad a Jov gesignin’ somef(ﬁfWi'
cugs foF Washingbon Tron WOTrKS to pe used in the 1umber in~—

gustry in LTne Philipplne Islands. He gsked me if 1'4 ge'down;

1 would.

w1 went 1into nis office one 48y and looked at his deeigﬁf
snd tolo nim, 'fell, that's No good Ted. Thetdesignis meanbt
for inland Wwotel'S. Down ¢Lere, jp the openzsee, you need. 8
eifierenn kina of 2 vessel!‘ g0 I nelped nim design the tugs

LLIN

n"Relore 1eaving fcr the Phlllppxne 1s1ands, 1 went down ©O
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QOregon and pleed out Port Offord cedarsfor the

and 1 pooked EEL A on the wlkhorl and T shipped o

b

carpenter fcr the passage:. we lef® Seattle in Septembe

- and returned:two yesars jager 1D Septgmber 1921. _ ,Egg;y'

wynile I was aownh tnere, W€ Built_two g0 foob Lug
gwenty {oot besk for the Gaquter—-Gipson Lumber Compeny
we buill tnree 10B barEes 150 feet long- The lastb year_I wEs
there wWe puilt @ docK jnto the china See and ¢inished 8 gawnill '
on the west side of patasdn. Somebody Lold me rpat one of the

Lups We puilt 18 still in operation down in the Phiiippines;“

wiigo or three of Wy griends had aied of plack fever,'soﬁ' i
1 gecided O peturn L0 geattle pefore 1 got-the.lousy crap!”
nig that when you pecahe superinténdent of Lake Washingms

ton Shipyards?" 1 asked aince that waé one .of the storlea I

-nad alweys remembered nearing aboub .

“No. pefore that, I ned 8 rhird interest in Lake ynion
prydock comypany - 1 pought tne 1and where yne Lake ynion PTV—
dock 18 today with mY own money ! 1 wanted Lo take contracts,n'~
put my ogher TWO parnners didn'® went to yake 81 chancese. Iﬁ—-
gread, We puilt 8 aock sna ned¢ 8 floating drydock. We mainly
aid repall WwOoTrK.

win ohe meantimeés the company Lake Union Drydock, bought
lake Washington Shipyards in pougnton: By that Uimes 1 gotb

yired of Ty partners and gold oub 4 fellow nemed Burkheart
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\ cannerly renders i

the Northlana. We rebuilt® large Vesselg,lik

e s o s

ferry poats ©the chippewd and the Ealéﬁilﬁa sponsoned out the

enced 811t netters. pebuilt ERE gteamshiP paronoff- Built §:
LW juxery yachts for the author gtewarl pdward white, inclﬁd4f.f'
ing one 1 designed caslled rhe Kurw. 1s there anything glse ypﬁ'
want O wnow?" Gremps psked humorously. h

- was B0 spurtled at Gromps' S sbility to recall the nawes

ana cetaiis of suips he puilt vhet T qas ungole O chink. T i
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did ‘propose another question: however;.“What ehipe do

remember pest or did you like working on the most? * i
n realll enjoyed‘working on the I__guOis;_ Iulofted QGr“Mf
‘when W8 sponsoned ner cube Had Yo, do it in. three sections be :
- oguse she wss SO jong. 1 hed to overlap each section. Now }ij"
rnot wWs8s @ vretty sough Job of joftin’ and 1 done it!
Cuwyle goVe her 8 wiger besm ghat's whal sponsoned outb
means in shipbuildin' talk, and‘converted per into 8 £erry.with‘?
gtaterooms instead of 8 passenger vegsel. 1 made. all the detail 2

dpawings of the ctaterocns pesides doin’ all the 1oftin' WOTK

mye put 10 &Y stagerooms and 8 couple of special‘ones up

. forwarc in yhree days vcause it was all nade up ahesd of time,

the whole damn pusiness. By o4 rphat's the sruth too! Previous—
1y, we nad made UP all the gtaterooms, hung all the doOTE every—
ghing was painted ané yernished, all the. panels were inetalled,
all the heating, electrical, bunka, everything. The whole damn
rhing was all cone ahead of time while the steel woTk was gOin
on. Lt was my laes ro do 1t that way! They'd never done that
pefore on @ ahip end jr was 8 guccess!”

"po you remember 80Y others you especially 1ikxed?" T asxed.
after we nad choroughly discussed the shipbuilding rechniques .
involvea OL the lgggggigdjob. '

“Tne QEEEEEEE was another job that wab interesting. .We
prebuilt her ond made 8 ferry oub of her instead of a8 paseenger

yessel. T ¢one 8ll the qetailed drawings of ner jnterior and
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snd loftecd o€ son of 8 Bunb nyselft” '
"Who designed Lhe 1nterior.

ny dial who the nell else. do yah th

1 gesigned the Jhole ingerior of the 95&222&27,,-7
nTome s ahersa gid the ;deas come from for tne interlor j -

design? who catermined what the interior Wo s going to 1ook like”“

N @iwsys used to 1o0k 8% all the poats 1 ever travellad

on snd I woula alwuys 100k to SE€E now they were finished on | ,;[ ﬁ;
N .-"

the insiceés 1 doped ©he whole damn pusiness out on ‘vhe chip—i.

pewe. That's ™/ jdea of how an interior should 100K« ‘Somef{afgh

thing Like the old gteambodls with derk mahogany panels, brass -
work, end plenty of getail." i

nyhat wes your leasyt ravorite jbb? Which job-gave yqu‘

i o

the most gifriculty?” : o o

"The‘§3L253131 1 worked seven dafs and seven nights with—
out sleer Lo get her finished on Lime. That was the toughest
job I ever had in my 1ife. Hag & 1ov of subcontractors who . 7
gidn't geb their Jjobs done by tuhe geadline. 1n those days-weiﬁx.
worked on penaltles and had to make OUF deadlineB.

nanyhow, W€ nhag the pilot hduse buil®, put the subcon—-

yractors dgiagn't heve the doors macde. 90 the very last- night
we Wos wgorkin', W€ ned to make some doofs: fit ‘'em, bui;d tem,
paink vem, and installed sC she would 1lo0Kk shipshepe on ﬁhe |

rrisal run rhat wes scheduled for the next dsy- Jesus Cnrist

what @ jobp!




Janes I

w,11 the sT8LT reils goin"up the staire,Jthey,falled;onigﬁg,
. phat. 1°RES O 4o sometnin' €8¢ in 8 hurry on’ the s, Dl "
wnen W8 gob rhroughs apout 80 nour oOT twO'before_he:topk t?e:;;ﬁe
grisl run petweeh geattle and Bremerton,al could hardlY;yalRl*gﬁ'ﬁ
1 wes crippleds geven nights 8nd dey s never glept a wihk.._i;éfl;'
jus® poou’s willed myself. That wnocked M8 over. I wasn'b, worth
nocked me to pieces!“

1 let Granps pouseé Lo ceflect on the experience he wes
apscribing pefcre proceedxng with ™y next question: nfter A
relstlnd one of his gtories, ne ususlly sat and meditated for
awhile pefore ne would D€ peacy %O resune agalin. w1f thab

was your worst Joo or the ORE you disliked the most, what 40

‘P,__——A-‘—#,;,—-‘._.Ahﬁ‘vn-._—&“u—-lm—

you ghink wes Lhe highlight of your careel?
i “Highlight of my careerl W85 leunchln‘ the caisson over nerec
2 in Winslow. You S5€€)H when I finished gt Lake Waehlngton in 1939,
| after pein’ superintendent for 17 years, they nired me Lo jsunch
a glant drydock gate and tnen rake OVEr as superintendent of

1 the ysra. They called me over to.set her WP and L. launched her

E and mede 8 success of it. Everybody came from everywhere o

gee hOW it was going to be aoné: people come from everywhere

? tc see that thing yaunched pecsuse they ghought it was impos ™

tishe Woes the only one thal wos ever launched thut wds
\ fully complevte: A lot of ‘'em puild vem nolf way ubp pecause

cney're 8¢ wod danned high and 8O narrovw they 'TE . fraid it
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Jawmes Kees€

will capsl

in fhe water.

1 know what 1 was-doinﬁl“ L :‘a;&f: Eﬂ~g52
wiow bLig Wes the caisson? ‘ﬂ

wone WOS 1750 1ong rons, apout 50 feeb nigh’

WL
feel Wwice pe was @ bl
s Lousy cuing UO handle.“ : T
vijow in the hell‘did you ever V

employing guoiie of nis shipbuilding 1engue Bl o e Qo

nyaell, 1 came over o Bainbrid

went O al CopPs the general nenage’l wh

Tpat was petter ghan gifey feeb o

nigh:
Lne drydock with.
nehey rolLG W€ 1 nhad t° nave 8 plsen of 1

nels with the plon. 1 don'® need 1nO plan!'"

nijow did you ever 4¢ iv witnout 8 plan?“ . .
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ways pecsuse she

'”@gﬁaJames reese

It waes gimple a8

L “Inscead, 1 put 8 curve

yyp feet tO about @& 450

the whole

and wnen i cume rime YO cutti

about 440
iine vem U
.. started up

aown inte

ghe ways g

wyWhen

1 wes doin' .

to the kee
Lhem ocrcss

use 1950 th

gann ching in

arew 24 fee

hallo fSee,

% of water when

three OT four sectlions

| crown llke 8: deck beam,_‘

~1 had ko loft

up in the loit.

n' the‘piling that extended

feet out jnto the P8y, * nad to get @ gransit and

P Haé divers puttin'

forwarc‘. and

the waker.

rreight.

it came time

1, Jou couldn'® get nothin'

pLolts We use

ousand feet ©

timbers supporting the

above thie preose where

,sittin‘ plum.

an unequal

poppets Uy

nad to xeep ©

1f I nadn'®

Lo start 8

1 had tLWOo inch rods

£ lumber %o

deadrise.

1 nhad ner P8

Had everything fitt

in the w8

ys under'water. .wah

ne curve goin' all . the way

gone theat, the caisson would ’

rwice 88 fary

goin' across

1aunch her.

That Lning we

in' perfect s

pressure. The naval architects ghou

Eorwardl“

sre poppets uset for?"

npoprels are big 8

she cen'® cOmé aown whe

pores used

n she BOe®

up Ln th

irnto the wibte

if 1'd made

—

ckin' her UP» 1 knewv what

from the ways

under the keel, gxcept:

4 to keep ner from spresdin’ . Had t0

1 nhad biB

g sixteen feebt

cked uPe Everything was

o there wasn't

ght we needed

e forward end s©

r., ‘They think
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£he minute Sle nits the waterl, ahe's goin' to_fifﬁ;:'
dgon't unless ghe's goin' gown 8 straight set-gf w§

ng told the apchitects 'The gpnp£+a‘bf.
have @ rollin’ motion. ~Just 1ike 8 sﬁip goin\ﬁ
mpe Guwl crehi bactd don't KncwW nature: Good christ
robulce sha wWes goin' down On a roli-becaus

crOWh ip tne ways&“

with snoicipatrone : o S

i nyotnin'! zverypbody cheered when sbe went, in: You_ééa,:_?;

\ when she rolled doOWDy ane kept rising up 0 the water. 'iﬁ_wofk_{‘ia-
X ed fine pecauseé 1 gién't use any poppets. Y ou %et_sometnin‘ ;; &;a
X goin' down ther®s quite fust, first they go down pnd then they f?;$

i ‘rise yp after they nhit the water. then they go down agaxn,_auQA\

1  ixe goin' oveT® Jave. 18 iF neP , pollin' motio™ she keeps™ ;‘4"

on goin' antil sbe gets waterborne. Then she straightens upy - -
after ghe's 4f1l08T. But they don't 8€€ ghat! i'm ralin' apoud
nature now . They naven'® got £haet kind of ppeins, cause.tney

Ty

! never done 1% pefore. Thesé naval-architects, hell, they make
l me 1auphs"
after LN€ caisson Wwas successfully launched, Gramps moved
to Bainbridge 1sland and Degsrl puilding nis own postshoPe He
remained suyerintendent of winslow Marine Railway and bnipbuild—¥
ing Conpany for the next LwO years. When Granps left Lake -

W 28hinnTon Sn;pyards, ne prought @ 10t of work 1o ghe Winslow
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| ~yard 8s fercy Pe°

\ . -.done.
1 S world Jur 11 creaaed an:erauof co
activity in the Puget gound reglon and Gramp
y from the Winslow ¥

ale of 1% e wWeS hlred awa

i
|
a nev shipyard in Bell

orthwes® ship-—

inghanm o
rrival, the

puilding Compeny

ing the yard from seratchs developing'

and puilding them“with—-

a hard working crev )
g may nave ©

the remarkable

in six month
formed.

f the

ning ne peT
he owners o

o feat wes the launc
rand with ©
1 400K off ¥ ha

The fellows

{
n{ was On top of the grands

erncol Tangley:

t and waved it.

e

x yard 8
This W88 the gignal ro Dlow our stedm whistle:
under gach shlbH wnen whey neard the whistle blow, nit gheir
simultaneously: ‘tney

z yriggers gnd vil five ships were launched
all nit the woter 8T yhe Soeme moment.

phat's the only kind of launch~—
the whole country . That W8S some—

ple were there

Lo SeEe ghis nappen pecause j¢ never happened pefore:
5 flock of geeset flew over

myhen TUHE shlps nit ohe water,
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in- "y" format ion anG this'syﬁbolized good lu

1

i Immediacely upon launching the_army_frelgnt and passene;e:%L

: s = !lv.' o E XA H '-1 L "
\ yessels, Gramps jeid the xeels, on. the sane sat of_ways; forﬁ§¢4*#<3.
| s o ..._ \h\l' “‘-‘_‘:’_.' c‘\"- .'_‘ . ‘ L

five Micki—-Micki tusboats,160-feet-lons-,uWiﬁhin‘iégﬁ'théiﬁmfﬁiw ,
Toairty Y che tugs Were frsmed and readf for planﬁmhg. 'The'ﬁ'ﬁ
six reuainiab getls of wsys at twhe Bellingham yard were the

Locarzor Of aix, 160 fooF creight ond passenger vessels Lhet it

qere pDeind puilt one along side of the other gng 81l 8t thefuw}_{

pefore rpese siX freight and passenger yegaels were
finished, Gramps W8S offered snother superlntendency. Théy*ij
needed somebody o oversee‘construction of five freight and -
passenger yessess in anacuries and Gramps was selected vo .
organize et yerd. . 7. "'Ej*,;
wpnere wasn'® nobody tnat kKnew a god garned £hing about’
i, bub ne! aell, they qere 81l 2 punch of greenhorns. Didn‘t
Know @ gumn thind gbout buildin‘ ghips ©F fixin' up 8 ship—
yard. We nwt 8 punch of guYS workin':they were all 8 bunchrof;
rookies rrom the woods) 1oggsers and 81l that Junks They Were
pavin' yroubles gettin‘ ghings puilt pecsuse they'didn‘t
wnow wnel in whe nell they were doin'! 1T wenb gown there and

get up VR 1ast DIB perge they Wos buildin' and started the

mie nad vem 811 1ofted srd the moulds made in Belllngham

pefure 1 went v the nnacortes yard. The moulds were shlpped



st

uilt all five veq‘els wi ighin
the goverument gaid I puil®
f the rast phot were puilt in the wi.ole

ﬂlOU,OOU.UO cneope’t Lpan BRYVOT N

1% aian ' © foen O ORI g5 Just gruinel™y work Lix€ 1 (.56
aune heforet”

Gren) s el opucoTLes AR L anu returnad Lo ronist i.is
cwn SHOY on Bainbrics® Tglunt. The genand for warbine pro-
guchtich nud ceased gnd € gonted bO SET awey fTo® sh 1puu;xw,nb

in 1erse gripysres anu NBVE nis OWO 1itrle poatshop-

te and nis sons-ln-—ldw puilt Lre crisl inal ghed of 6ulb
sho¥p Guring ohe Lavver part of 198+ énd auring ghe euTly BUAT
the of 1985, brlginally, tpey were FOLNE to USE part of oii®
shoyp UC puild @8 75 fookb scnoCner that Coramnps nad designed vl o
the fanily’ use, oub nothinéd came ©Ff Lhe eﬁnerprise snd 20T
gtead Grer.psd started nis owh pusiness L.t Lre aise of sixul-.

His DpeLnt grand’ s a3 nE difarux'vatlv ealls L, kepb
nin sy yver the next el years. Wnen Ne wus nob cullew
QowWr. b Lne Locadl shipyard e bupeﬂv;se a difficult cugn OF

nelp cigure sut 2 pid, L€ contruuteu hié CWh WOTK Enit;uLLy,
ne built riftesh Cllrkv]-que dinshies for W€ Cons™ Guuid
rn. bt Lgee on g..erT luTrger ves38Ls:. e puisT roWwbCatE 5aLLing

prams, cruisers, and whien I got ro Know B an 408 Sblbhif e
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